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Have we got stories? Yeah, we got stories!

We have been choosing what we want to preserve from our archives
and discovering the legacy of the SCMA and the Three Flags Classic
that started in 1976. We will summarize the bigger stories, but we
wanted to start sharing some choice bits now at the running of the
48" Three Flags Classic.

This booklet starts with the details on exactly how the TFC
started and picked up speed in the first year. Then thereis a
mixture of topics to explain how the TFC heritage was created and
reinforced each year.

There are a few stories purely for fun. Watch for more fun later.

From the SCMA Historians:
Karen Butterfield
Barbara Fox




The Big Idea from Joe

In 1975, Joe Usatin, who is known as the
godfather of the TFC, proposed a border-
to-border ride for 1976. He read an article
about the record setting ride in 1915 by
Erwin “Cannon Ball” Baker on an Indian

motorcycle.

Search for Baker in the Indiana history records for the best
details. Ittook him 3 days, 9 hours, and fifteen minutes to ride
from Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada - to Tijuana, Mexico,

on poorly paved roads through mountains and forest fires.

Setting the border-to-
borderrecord in 1915
encouraged others to try
and break the record.
They did and Erwin broke
itagainin 1919-59
hours and 47 minutes.
An SCMA border to
border run would not be
arace. The idea was
published in the SCMA
newsletter in November
1975.

Fun was had with this
posterin 2005.

WANTED

JOSEF USATIN

AKA: “FINGERS” JOE

Wanted for Suspicion of being the Ring Leader of
an International Syndicate involved with

MOTORCYCLE RUSTLING

Contact the Posse at the Banquet
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"FROM THE CHAIR"

To enhance the future of motorcycl-
ing and the SCMA our Association will
sponsor and sanction a special event.
The tentitive name is "The Three Flags
Tour"”. It will be held Labor Day Week-
end 1976. The event will leave Ti~-
juana, Mexico and approximatly 1450
miles later end in Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada. Years ago persons raced from
border to border to set records. This
event will not be a race. The tour
will be about three days (60 hours
maximum from start to finish). There
will be a banquet at the finish along
with two days of sightseeing tours
after you reach Canada. Are you an
avid motorcyclist? If so plan on
riding the Three Flags Tour. The num-
ber of entrants will be limited; more
information will be published in the
SCMA Newsletter in the near future.

Also in 1976 the SCMA & SRRA will
sponsor & Sanction the United States
Motorcycle Jamboree. liore details
will appear-in this paper soon.

Keep "Em Alive
atil 7

Larry Hayworth

Chairman
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Rider Feedback

Southern California Motorcycling Association

ROVEMBERI9 TG

NEWS FROM THE SORE BUTTS
Wow, did we ever have a good trip. Never did we realize a
1,450-mile trip could be so much fun and as well planned
as this one. It will be a trip we ourselves along with the

others that participated will never forget. We have such
a sense of accomplishment of being a part of a trip from
border to border and being welcomed so warmly as we
entered our final destination at the Town and Country
Motel in Delta Canada. We wish to thank also the
Canadian Motorcycle Association for giving us all such
good security on our bikes plus planning two days of
beautiful and exciting tours of the Vancouver
countryside. Also, we thank the Canadian dignitaries for
making us feel so welcome and honored bikers. The
banquet will be a time in our memory we’ll never forget.
How we also listened to the music played on the
bagpipes by Mr. Sandy Stewart who was also in full
regalia. We are so filled with pride and delight on
receiving our award, it truly is beautiful for riding our
faithful Honda 350T.

THANE YO0U EVERYOHE
George and Malodie Guakill
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In November of 1976 the motion to
continue the Three Flags Classic carried.

TFC riders of early runs have commented that in
the first few years they weren’t sure if the ride
would continue year after year.




Funny Awards

Roger Nieto was determined to ride his scooter and finish
a Three Flags Classic.

In 1977 Roger started out on his Vespa 200 but it had oil
problems and he had to nurse the bike to Sacramento. He
vowed to return on the Vespa in the future and complete the
ride.

From the November 1980 newsletter:

“We had to present two awards for the smallest bike as
we had a tie. Roger Nieto on his Vespa, and the Lady (sorry |
didn’t get her last name) (noted in the 1980 album as Kay
Nichols) that also received the award for Long Distance
Female Rider. She rode the event on a 200cc Kawasaki - no
windshield-no saddlebags.

Roger crashed a couple of times; luckily, only his pride and
his windshield were hurt. On one of his crashes his goose
down vest tore open and filled the air with feathers. A Harley
rider coming from the opposite direction saw him go down.
He turned around and went to Roger’s aid. His first words -
“Hey man, what’d ya do? Hit a CHICKEN?”

Sometimes riders would get a special award straight out

of someone’s imagination — next page.
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(Funny Awards Cont.)

PLAQUE READS:

The 1987 3 Flags Classic Motorcycle Tour Balls Award ’87
is being presented to DANA DABNEY on this 8" day of
September 1987. You have the balls to ride a 150cc
scooter on the 3 FLAGS CLASSIC. TIJUANA B.C. MEXICO
TO PENTICTON B.C. CANADA - 1990 M| - 3200KM

fan this 5 doy of Scplember 1997 You Fave to have balis fo
e & 150 CC 5co0ter OnThe 3 FLAGS LA .
4 Tduana BL MO0

o Patees B L. CANARA - [10A: 3D .
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This 1978 letter to the editor sums up
the Three Flags Classic riders and what
makes the TFC ride unique.

THREE FLAGS CLASSIC - VIEWPOINT FROM SECURITY

Not having been involved in an event of this type before
(except as a participant) | never came to the full realization
of the work involved. Now that the event is happening, | also
can appreciate the quality of the people riding and manning
these types of events. In short, these are nice people and
above all friends to the people they meet. After meeting
some of these folks, | feel as though | know them and
have ridden with them. Try that on a bus tourorina
campground full of RV’s.

From an active viewpoint, | now understand the full amount
of planning and work involved in these types of events, and |
personally will never complain about another’s performance
unless I feel | can do it better. The riders have made this
whole event worthwhile, and | can honestly say it has
been worth the effort.

LERQOY FAGUE (BCRR) SECURITY HEAD, THREE FLAGS
CLASSIC

PS - Next year I ride!

See you next time!
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The 50th 1s

Coming|







